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of France; and the sums which Ferdinand lent Henry to
enable him to continue the contest were enormous. Great
tiains of waggoxis containing specie, and escorted by large
bodies of cavalry and infantry, were continually being sent
fiom Florence to Henry in France. After a four years' strug-
gle, seeing that Henry would never gain that throne as a
Protestant, Ferdinand urged him to accept the Roman
Catholic faith; he smoothed matters over for him with the
Pope, and eventually Henry m 1593 renounced Protestant-
ism, was through Ferdinand's strenuous endeavours acknowl-
edged as King by Pope Clement VIII,8 and in March 1594
at last gained possession of Paris. This was followed in 1598
by the death of Philip II of Spain, which had the effect of
still further cementing Ferdinand's close friendship with
France, and in the following year the latter was able to
arrange a marriage which bound Henry IV still closer to him.

Ferdinand's niece Maria, Francis's second surviving daugh-
ter, had been a girl of fourteen when her father and step-
mother died and her uncle succeeded to the throne. She was
given a home by the latter, and was now twenty-six, the same
age as the Grand Duchess Christine; while for one cause or
another various proposals for her marriage had one after
another fallen through. At length, however, upon Henry IV
and Marguerite of Valois being divorced by mutual consent,
Ferdinand succeeded in arranging that Maria should be mar-
ried to Henry IV. The marriage which thus placed a Medici
for the second time on the throne of France was performed
by pioxy in Florence in October 1600, and a few days after-
wards Maria set out on her journey, the Grand Duchess ac-
companying her as far as Marseilles. She had an immense
dowiy; great as that of Catherine de' Medici had been,
Maria's was even greater; and Sully said that no former
Queen had ever brought to France such a marriage portion.
As Queen of France, Maria (or, as she was always called in
France, Marie de Medici) proved herself a decided contrast